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Program Notes:

Ask Not, for tuba and soundfile, is based on John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address of 1961. The

computer part is derived from the famous line “And so my fellow Americans, ask not what your

country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country”. It was premiered in Raleigh, NC,
at the Southeastern Composers’ League Forum on March 15, 2011.

Performance Notes:

The piece is intended to be quasi improvisational. The pitches and rhythm are given, but not the
tempo. Events do not need to line up directly. If the player finishes a line, or section, before the
CD part, the player should add, or repeat material; or add silence as needed. When one sees “4
beats”, the player should simply count to 4, then come in with the next part. (One count per
second works.) The tuba part and the CD part should ended at roughly the same time, but they
don’t have to. If the tuba ends early, simply repeat material from the last two lines until the CD
part finishes.
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The composer welcomes any questions concerning Ask Not and would greatly
appreciate hearing about performances. Inquires and programs should be sent to:

P.O. Box 8608
Louisiana Tech University
Ruston, La 71272

e-mail: alexanda@Ilatech.edu
jlacomposer.com
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